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The Jamaica Coalition for
Tobacco Control (JCTC)
CELEBRATES

World No Tobacco Day is recognized annually by
the World Health Organization (WHO) and its
partners worldwide by giving visibility to the
health risks associated with tobacco use and
advocating for effective policies to reduce
tobacco consumption.



JCTC BOARD MEMBERS MAY 2012
First row: Kay Morrish Cooke, Dr. Pauline Williams Green, Dr. Aldyth
Buckland, Patsy Edwards Henry, Deborah Chen
Second row: Shullian Brown, Dr. Aggrey Irons, Yulit Gordon, Barbara
McGaw, Dr. Knox Hagley, Dr. Rose Fearon, Milton Pinnock

Honorable Minister of Health Christopher Tufton receives an award
from HFJ Board Chair Dr Andrene Chung for his outstanding
contributing to public health , specifically in reducing the impact
of NCDs. Dec 2021

Current Members
The Ministry of Health and Wellness team along with Members of the Heart Foundation of Jamaica/Jamaica Coalition for Tobacco Control at
Gordon House on the announcement of the Public Health Tobacco Control Regulation, June 25, 2013.

About the JCTC
The JCTC is comprised of the following non-governmental
organizations (NGOs):
•
•
•
•

Rev. Hon. Ronald Thwaites receives a JCTC award from
Dr. Knox Hagley at the JCTC 10th Anniversary Cocktail Celebrations,
May 2012.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Association of Consultant Physicians
Association of General Practitioners
Caribbean Cardiac Society
Caribbean College of Family Physicians Jamaica Chapter
Diabetes Association of Jamaica
The Heart Foundation of Jamaica
Jamaica Cancer Society
Jamaica Dental Association
Jamaica Psychiatric Association
Medical Association of Jamaica
Nurses Association of Jamaica

The JCTC is a member of the Healthy Caribbean Coalition and the
Framework Convention Alliance. Over the past 20 years it has worked
closely with the Government, health and allied health organizations
as well as the media to advocate for smoking abstinence and
prevention of tobacco use to maintain a healthy lifestyle. JCTC has
demonstrated success in areas such as; advocacy for tobacco control
issues, supporting efforts for timely tobacco legislation aligned with
the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), supporting
measures for tobacco cessation, and monitoring messages that
promote tobacco smoking. The coalition has also had opportunities
to undertake cooperative efforts with Ministries of Health in other
CARICOM countries.
Former Minister of Health, Dr. Fenton Ferguson (third from the left)
at World No Tobacco Day 2013 celebration with former members of
the JCTC, Dr. Knox Hagley (left) and Dr. Winston De La Haye
(second left) . At right is Executive Director of the NCDA Mr Michael
Tucker

The JCTC celebrates its 20th Anniversary today on World No Tobacco
Day, May 31, 2022, and was launched 20 years ago on May 31, 2002.
The JCTC launch was spearheaded by The Heart Foundation of
Jamaica (HFJ) which is its secretariat. The vision of JCTC is for a
tobacco free Jamaica, and its mission is to de-normalize the use of
tobacco and all nicotine products which is in keeping with the goals
of this year’s campaign. The JCTC was formed to combine efforts of
individual member organizations to protect the Jamaican citizenship
from the dangers of tobacco use; guided by the motto: Life is too
precious to go up in smoke.

WNTD Theme 2022
The WHO theme for this year’s World No Tobacco Day is “Tobacco:
Threat to Our Environment”. To this end, the WHO is encouraging
countries to contemplate upon the environmental threats that the
tobacco industry poses to society, such as the dangers to water
sources, soil, streets and beaches from cigarette butts and e-cigarette
waste, and implores governments across the world to hold the
tobacco industry accountable for its part in the destruction of the
environment through effective tobacco control policies and supporting
farmers to switch to alternative, more sustainable livelihoods to reduce
the environmental impact of tobacco growing, curing and
manufacturing.

The JCTC has received numerous grants from regional and
international agencies such as the Bloomberg Initiative to Reduce
Tobacco Use and The International Union Against Tuberculosis and
Lung Disease (The Union). Through its projects, JCTC has supported
the Ministry of Health in the successful promulgation of the Public
Health (Tobacco Control) Regulations 2013. Other noteworthy
successes include; contributions to research leading to several
tobacco tax increases and advocacy for meaningful written messages
and pictorial images on cigarette packages designed to diminish
cigarette smoking- a result of combined efforts of NGOs in Barbados,
Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago.
The JCTC has received national and international recognition for its
work. These include the Tobacco Control “Champion” Award from
International Conference on Public Health Priorities in the 21st Century
in September 2013, and at the 4th IAHF Latin American Conference
on Tobacco or Health in March 2014.
On its 20th anniversary, the JCTC applauds the work of its past and
present stalwart patrons and board members.

Past Members
• The late Dr. Knox Hagley: Founder and past Chairman of the JCTC
• The late Dr. Eva Lewis-Fuller: ex-officio member of the JCTC
• The late Mr. Milton Pinnock: Caribbean Public Health Association
• Mr. Owen Bernard: formerly of the Diabetes Association of Jamaica
• Mrs. Yulit Gordon: formerly of the Jamaica Cancer Society
• Dr. Winston De La Haye: formerly of the Medical Association of
Jamaica

Jamaica has taken the charge this year to focus on the impacts of
tobacco manufacturing on the physical environment, physical health,
and on youth through highlighting the work of the government in
implementing comprehensive tobacco control policy under the theme
“Tobacco: Threat to Our Environment, No Butts About It”. The goals of
this year’s World No Tobacco Day are:

• Dr. Aggrey Irons: Current Chairman of the JCTC
• Dr. Althea Aquart-Stewart: Association of Consultant
Physicians
• Dr. Alverston Bailey: Diabetes Association of Jamaica
• Dr. Terry Baker: Association of Consultant Physicians
• Ms. Shullian Brown: Jamaica Cancer Society
• Dr. Aldyth Buckland: Association of General Practitioners
• Mrs. Deborah Chen: The Heart Foundation of Jamaica
• Nrs. Denese Dacres Reeves: Nurses Association of Jamaica
• Nrs. Patsy Edwards-Henry: Nurses Association of Jamaica
• Dr. Rose Fearon: Jamaica Dental Association
• Dr. Donald Gordon: Association of General Practitioners
• Dr. Marilyn Lawrence Wright: Caribbean Cardiac Society
• Sen. Saphire Longmore: Jamaica Psychiatric Association
• Mrs. Barbara McGaw: The Heart Foundation of Jamaica
•Mrs Kay Morrish Cooke: The Heart Foundation of Jamaica
• Dr. Seni Ononuju: Caribbean College of Family Physicians,
Jamaica Chapter
• Dr. Karen Phillips: Association of Consultant Physicians
• Dr. Mary Sloper: Association of General Practitioners
• Dr. Pauline Williams Green: Caribbean College of Family
Physicians, Jamaica Chapter
We honor two exceptional advocates who are credited with increasing
the footprint of the JCTC. The first is Dr. Knox Hagley, the first chairman
of the Jamaica Coalition for Tobacco Control. The second is Dr. Eva
Lewis-Fuller, the former Chief Medical Officer and Director of Health
Promotion and Protection in the Ministry of Health, a passionate
tobacco control advocate. Their work and dedication to tobacco
control has laid a solid foundation for tobacco advocacy today.
Under the committed and inspiring leadership of Dr Knox Hagley, we
saw increased numbers of coalition members committed to the
causes and technical support to the Ministry of Health in the passing
of the Public Health Tobacco Control Regulations (2013) which
included provisions for prohibiting smoking in public places and
graphic health warnings placed on cigarette packages. Dr. Eva LewisFuller was the guest speaker for the launch of the Jamaica Coalition
for Tobacco Control on May 31, 2002. She was instrumental in
Jamaica becoming a signatory to the Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control in July 2005. Dr. Lewis-Fuller became an ex-officio
member of the JCTC in 2016, after her retirement.
The Coalition also honors the late John William Maxwell, a veteran
journalist, himself a smoker, whose affiliation with the JCTC helped
to highlight the seriousness of the health effects of tobacco use. Mr
Maxwell gave permission for his image to be used in the graphic
health warnings on cigarette packs in Jamaica. In his memory, JCTC
urges all smokers to seek help to quit before it is too late. The late Mr.
Peter Bangerter, founding member of the Heart Foundation of Jamaica
also supported the work of the JCTC.
Honorable mention also goes to Dr. Fenton Ferguson former Minister
of Health who implemented of the Public Health Tobacco Control
Regulations (2013), Reverend Ronald Thwaites who have both been
and continue to be tobacco control advocates and avid supporters of
the important work undertaken by the Heart Foundation of Jamaica
and by extension the Jamaica Coalition for Tobacco Control.
The JCTC wishes to recognize the excellent efforts of the Honorable
Minister of Health Christopher Tufton who is moving expeditiously to
tackle the destructive impact of tobacco consumption in Jamaica via
the passage of the Tobacco Control Bill 2020, which is to be tabled
for debate and a vote in Parliament this year. This comprehensive
tobacco control legislation will bring Jamaica in alignment with the
FCTC mandates, thereby protecting the health and welfare of all
Jamaicans.
In recognition of World No Tobacco Day on JCTC’s 20th year, the JCTC
is endorsing this year’s theme and maintains its vision for a tobaccofree Jamaica through education and advocacy for protecting
Jamaicans from the scourges of tobacco. The JCTC strongly supports
the enactment of the Tobacco Control Bill 2020 which includes bans
on tobacco advertising promotion and sponsorship and looks forward
to continued partnership and collaboration with the Ministry of Health
Wellness.

• To highlight the links between the use of tobacco and nicotine
products and the outcomes on the physical environment, physical
health and psychosocial health.
• To highlight the work of the government in its current journey to
review and subsequently enact the Tobacco Control Act (2020), a
legislation which aims to protect the population from the harmful
effects of tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke.
• To highlight the concerns relating to the use of tobacco and
nicotine products such as e-cigarettes among youth.

Dr. Eva Lewis-Fuller (centre) receives a JCTC award from
Dr. Knox Hagley (right) at the JCTC 10th Anniversary Cocktail
Celebrations, May 2012. Mrs. Deborah Chen (left), looks on.

LIFE IS TOO PRECIOUS TO GO UP IN SMOKE

